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and eluded by Men of nice Skill, in nanagi S 
rhein Fart, in h this Prattice. * * 
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material, or any way ſet off 4 U more Strengtb 
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and fairly. examined.” I babe binted gs many 
at occurred to my Mind, and put them in dif- 
ferent Views, by een. and ranging of them 
out, on-purpofe:toreath the Meaning of the ſcru- 
puloys: Party. But my chief”. Defign was: 77 
reaſon the Matter with plain Cbriſtiians, in a 
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ar is meant by Singing, is q well 
8 known amongſt us, that it may ſeem 
needleſs for me to explain it. Sing- 
ing is only ſpeaking with a tuned 
| Voice; or 'tis lengthning the Sound 
6 of the Words by a tuneful and melo- 
dious Pronunciation. And fince I deſign a ſhort ba 
tiſe about the Practice of Singing in Divine Worſhi 
1 ſhall reduce the Subſtance of whet 1 have to 0 er 
to theſe following Heads. 

I. We freg ently read in A New Teſtament of 
FE Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs: 
Thus, our Saviour and his Ne * Jung an 
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Conſidered with Candor. 


HA is meant by Singing, | 


needleſs for me to explain it. 
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known amongſt us, that it may ſeem = 


Sing- 


ing is only ſpeaking with a tuned 
Voice; or tis lengthning the Sound 
of the Words by a tuneful and melo- 


Ten Pronunciation. And fince I deſign a ſhort Trea- 
tiſe about the Practice of Singing in Divine Worſh oof 
I ſhall reduce the Subſtance wy what I have to 0 er 


to theſe following Heads. 


I. We frequently reds in this New Teſtament of 
Gonna Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs: 
Thus, our Saviour and * Diſciples * ſung an 
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2 Reasons for and againſt Singing, 
nn; Paul and Silas ſung in the Priſon 
1 F the Apoſtle Paul ſaid that he would /ng with the 
| Spirit, and with the Underſtanding alſo. ++ A Pſalm 
was brought in to their publick Worſhip by the Co- 
5 rinthian Chriſtians, among their Doctrines, their Re- 
1 velations, and their Interpretations. || The Epbe- 
* fans were directed to ſpeak to themſelves in P/alms, 
and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, ſinging and making 
Melody in their Hearts to the Lord. jj And the 
Colefſians are exhorted to teach and admoniſh ane 
another in P/alms, and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, 
ſinging with Grace in their Hearts to the Lord. And 
the „ Apoſtle James exhorts ſuch as are ſpiritually . 
metry or joyful, to /ig Pſalms, CS 


II. By a Song, we commonly underſtand ſome 
Number of Words and Sentences put together, under 
certain Rules, and in certain Meaſures, in ay to 
be fung. Now a P/alm ſignifies in plain Engliſh a 
Song, Hymn agile a Song of Praiſe an Ode ſig- 
nifies a Song: So that P/alming, Hymning, and Oding, 
all of them ſignify Singing. Again; to p/alm it, to 
Eymn it, or to ode it, is, in proper Engliſh, to ſing it. 
ö I chuſe to lay Things open after this manner, that 
1 may avoid making uſe of Greet Words in Greek 
Characters, and in their ſtrict Terminations; ſince 


1 my Intention is to treat with the plain and honeſt 
Reader in the moſt familiar and undiſguiſed manner. 
It will be found, upon impartial Examination, 
that what we have tranſlated Pſalms and Hymns, do 
| properly and truly ſignify Songs; and what the 


| Creek Teſtament expreſſes by P/alming and Hymning, 
; does really and truly ſignify Singing: And the Tranſl | 
lation may be eaſily juſtified. I mention this on pur- _ 
poſe to thoſe honeſt and well-meaning People, wood 


1 Acts Ni ie 15. „ ++, Vox. 
bk iv. 26. || Epheſ. v. 19. ||| Col. iii. 16. „ „ James 
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are prejudiced againſt the Practice of > hh in the * 
Worſhip of God under the Goſpel, becauſe they think 
that the Paſſages in the New Teſtament, relating to 
Singing, are not fairly and juſtly tranſlated, They 
oppoſe the Practice upon this very Account, imagin- 
ing that we who aſſert the Lawfulneſs and Duty of 
Singing, take Things too much upon Truft, and 
are impogd upon in this Affair. Particularly they 
ſuſpe& that the Word Hymn does only ſignify Praiſe, 
abſolutely in it ſelf, not a Song of Praiſe; and that 
Hymning intends only bare Praiſing, which may be 
done by the ſimple Pronunciation w 1 Words, without 
tuning and /inging of them. 


In anſwer to this, I propoſe, That there i is no * 


way to determine this Point, and to ſatisfy our own 
Minds and Conſciences, than by conſulting the New 
Teſtament, and Greet Authors, thereby to know 
what Senſe the Words Hymn and Hymning bear in 
them. I have taken fins Pains, according to my 
{mall Talent and Skill this way; and I cannot find, 
both by conſulting ſome of the Learned living, and 
ſome deceaſed Authors of eminent Knowledge in the 
Greek Tongue, but that an Hymn ſignifies a Song, or 
a Song of Praiſe, and that Fomning intends the Sing- 
ing of it. If any Man can convince me, by fair 
Teſtimonies qut of received Greek Authors, that 
Things are not ſo, and that our Tranſlation is faulty 
in this Matter, I ſhall be ready to acknowledge my 
Error, and to be of his Opinion; for I am always 
open to Conviction, and willing to take that Side 
on which Truth appears to be. Till this is done, I 


4 . ſnall juſtify and vindicate our Tranſlation, by main- 


taining that an Hymn is a Song, or a Fong of Praiſe, 
and that hymning means /inging of it. I have been 
more expreſs about this Buſineſs, hecauſe I am ſenſible 
that many ſincere People have labour'd under ground- 
leſs Scruples upon this Score, and been themſelves too 
credulous in following others who have condei _— 
dhe ne and ſo 5 been confirnyd it in bei = 
2 Be bl! 


wy Rr Kiens Ar and againſt Singing; 
Prejudice upon that Miſtake ; when perhaps this Af. 
fair only wants examining to the bottom, and their 


Minds would ſoon be ſet at liberty, and oy would 
Fwy ſce their way to their Duty. 


III. Now, P/alm and Pſalms being pits found to be 
Greek Terms, and often read in the New Teſtament, 
it may not be amiſs to take notice, that we read there 
alſo not only of Pſalms in general, but of the Second 
' Pſalm in particular, and of the Book of Pſalms; by 
which we are to apprehend that Book which ſtands in 
our Bibles between the Book of Job and Solomon's 


' Proverbs, conſiſting of 150 Pſalms, or Hymns, or 


Odes, compoſed by David King of 1/rae!, and other 
lacrel and inſpired Penmen mentioned therein. 

Theſe excellent and divine Songs were originally 
Vritten in Hebrem, but were tranſlated into Greet, 
together with the reſt of the Old Jeſtament, by the 


| . Seventy-two Tranſlators, who at the Requeſt of P:0- 


lemy Philadelphus, King of Egypt, were employ'd to 
perform that famous Work. In the original Hebrew- 
Titles of the Pſalms, there are three different Words 
found, viz. Mizmor, Tebillah, Schir, and in the 
Greek Tranſlation of the afore-mentioned Seventy-two 
Interpreters, there are in the Greek Titles of the 
Pſalms three Words uſed alſo, viz, P/alm, Hymn, 

Ode; and theſe three laſt are generally ſuppoſed and 
allowed to anſwer to the aboveſaid three H ebrews- 
Titles. This Greek Verſion being finiſhed, and the 
Greek Tongue mightily ſpreading and prevailing, 
it became very acceptable, and was much uſed, far 


} and near: And indeed it proyv\da very happy Means, 


in the Hand of Providence to prepare the Way for 
| the Reception of the Knowledge of C brift, and of 
his Goſpel in the World. 

For this Tranſlation having gain'd Abetptance for 
the ſpace of above two hundred, or rather near three 
hundred Years before our Sayiour"s Birth, it has been 
1 8 e obſerved $ of learned Men that the 

inſpired 
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J nſpired Writers of the New Teſtament, | who all 
wrote in Greek, have made much uſe of it; and even 
followed it in a viſible Manner, when they had occa- 


ſion to quote many Paſſages out of the Old Teſtament. 
This opened a Door for the Admiſſion of the Preach- 


ing and Writings of the Apoſtles among the ſcatter'd 


Fews and Gentiles, where this Tranſlation had got 
footing. And certain it is that the Apoſtle Paul has 
made uſe of the three Greek Words, which the Inter- 
preters choſe to fix as Tilles to the Pſalms, inſtead of 
the original Hebrew ones: And he names them as 
Titles well known, becauſe they had been, as has been 
remarked, of a long ſtanding in this Verſion, viz. 
Pſalms, Hymns, and Odes ; therefore *tis more than 
probable that he borrowed them from their Tranfla- 
tion, only adding ſpiritual to the Word Odco. 

Thus he applies theſe Tizles in the New Teſtament, 
in his Epiſtle to the Ephgſſans, Chap. v. 18, 19. 
Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalms, and Hymns, and 
ſpiritual Odes, or Songs, &c. And in his Epiſtle 
to the Colaſſians, Chap. iii. 16. Teaching and admo- 


5 niſhing one another in Pſalms, and Hy mus, and ſpi- 


ritual Odes, or Songs, &c. 

It may eaſily be obſerved in theſe Places, that our 
| E gliſb Tranſlators have retained the two former 
Words, viz. Pſalms and Hymns; but they have 
thought fit to render the Word Odes by Songs. Now 
=} think it will be very difficult to aſſign a fair and juſt 
Reaſon why the Apoſtle ſhould make uſe of three 

Words, and the very ſame three Words, which the 
Seventy-two Interpreters had choſen before; unleſs he 
deſign'd to refer the Chriſtian Churches to the Book 
of Pſalms, where theſe very Terms are fixed as Titles 
to the ſeveral divine Songs contained therein. Theſe 
: C eftament-Titles give us, I think, great light into 
the Meaning of the Apoſtle, when he applies theſe 
Denominations in the New. Why ſhould the Apoſtle 1 
direct, and as it were lead the Churches by the hand 
to d the Practice 7 Singing, by laying before them the 
Titles 
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tably and chiefly make uſe of under the Goſpel, as 


the Subject-Matter of their Singing? For my own 
part I am well fatisfied that this was the direct Deſign 
of the Apoſtle in this Affair, and that he was influ- 

enced and guided by the Holy Ghoſt to this very End 


and Purpoſe. It may be proper to add my Reaſons; 
and they are theſe following, 


1. There are no other Songs that go under theſe 
Denominations. How ſhould the Churches of Epheſus 
and Coloſſe know what the Apoſtle intended by theſe 
Terms, without he had explain'd himſelf, and ſhewn 


what particular Songs he meant by theſe Phraſes 2 


Which he has not done, as taking it for granted that 
the Terms were ſufficiently known to them already; 


or at leaſt might ſoon and eaſily be known, becauſe 


they made uſe of the Grec Old Teſtament, where the 
Book of Pſalms was, and to which they might have 


' recourſe, to examine the Paſſages he fetch'd and quo- 


ted from thence, in his powerful Preaching to them 5 
and others. 


Litles of David's Pſalms, unleſs he meant that theſe : 
ſhould be the very Songs, which they might warran- 


This was Pauls Sa Method, he Sy He at e ” 


ſalonica, three Sabbath-days with them, out of the 


Scriptures and the Bereans are commended as being 


more generous and noble, in that they ſearched the 


Scriptures daily, whether theſe Things were fo. And 


 *is added, Therefore many of them believed: Alſo of 
| the honourable Women which were Greeks, and of 
en not jew. Now the Greek Tongue was the com- 
mon Language in theſe Places, even among the Jes 
who dvzelt here, as well as the others: Therefore thoſe 
Scriptures, which they ſearch'd, muſt, in all rational 
Probability, if not Certainty, be the Greek Verſion of 


the Old Teftament. But, in my Apprebenſion, there 
of Chriſt, which the ſame Apoſtle would have to dwelf 


W r:chly in the Coloffiens, as I ſhall endeayour to make, 
rey appear. Therefore, 


2. We 
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ĩs not the leaſt Doubt to be made that this was the Ford = - 


1 M. 


2 2 We are to conſider, that as the Scripture, in 
variety of Places, is called the Ford of God, and the 
Word of the Lord, ſo in the Exhortation to the Co- 
loſſians tis called the Word of Chriſt : Let the Word 
of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all Wiſdom, teaching 
and admoniſbing one another in Plalms, and Hymns, 
and ſpiritual Odes (or Songs) ſinging with Grace in 
your Hearts to the Lord. What Word of Chrift could 
this be, which they might furniſh and fill themſelves 
with, to dwell in them, to teach and admoniſh one 
another withal, in P/alms, Hymns, and Odes? There 
was no other written Word of Chriſt, fit for them to 
underſtand and peruſe for theſe Purpoſes, but the 
Tranſlation of the. Seventy-two Interpreters here in- 
ſiſted on; for the Coloſſian Church chiefly conſiſted 
of Gentile Converts, as appears Chap. i. 27. To whom 
God would make known what is the Riches of the Glory 
| of this Myſtery among the Gentiles, «which is Chriſt 
in you the Hope of Glory. Coloſſe was a noted City 
in Aſia Minor, near to Hierapolis and Laodicea; the 
native Language of the Inhabitants was Greek, and 
therefore the Greek V. erſion was excellently ſuited to 
their Hands, 
cone The Od Teſtament, in -divers Places whetw 
there are Songs recorded, and the Book of Pſalms in 
a particular manner, would readily furniſh them with 
ſuch Materials as the Apoſtle pointed at, and directed 
to: There were Parcels and Portions here to be found, 
that would fully and exactly ; anſwer theſe ſeveral De- 
A nominations. i 64 
4. As the private Chriſtians among a C ions 
were not required to deviſe or invent new Pſalms, 
Hymns, and Odes, but to take thoſe already indited 
and intitled in the Word of Chriſt; fo indeed they 
were not, or at leaſt they are not ſaid to be capable 
of fuch Compoſitions: They had neither Authority 
nor Ability, that we read of, for ſuch Undertakings; 


in Private or Publick Worſhip. 7 vi 


and yet the meaneſt Members or Believers among Kt 


L nl are included and W in the "RA | 


8 Rrasons for and againſt Singing, 
of thoſe who are bound in Duty to teach and admoniſb 
one another, in Pſalms, Hymns, and Odes; for the 
Inſcription of the Epiſtle is, To the Saints and faith. 
ful Brethren in Chriſt, which are at Coloſſe, Ch. i. 2. 
Now where could they find theſe Songs? There are 
no Footſteps nor Records of the Corinthian Pſalm, 
compoſed or ſuggeſted by the extraordinary Gifts of 
the Spirit in ſome particular Perſon or Perſons; I ſay, 
there is no Account of this being handed and tranſ- 
mitted to other Churches, for their Uſe and Service. 
Beſides, the Corinthian Pſalm is never called an Hymn, 
nor an Ode. Therefore if all, even the meaneſt ſort, 
among the Ephe/fian and Coloffian private Members, 
could not compoſe Pſalms, Hymns and Odes, nor 
borrow them from the Corinthians, or ſome. other 
Churches, then it neceſſarily follows that they muſt 
have recourſe to the Old Teſtament, eſpecially to the 
Boo of Pſalms, whence, and from whence only, 
they could be plentifully ſupplied with thoſe Neceſ- 
ſaries, to perform the Duty required of them. 
g. The Word of Chriſt, recommended to dwell in 
them richly, is chiefly and moſt rationally to be un- 
derſtood of the Book of Pſalms, in this Paſſage of the 
Apoſtle; for twas all dictated by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
as well as the reſt of the Scriptures, through the ſe- 
veral Parts thereof; and the P/a/ms, in abundance of 
Places, have to do with Chriſt in a moſt conſpicuous 
Manner. The Royal Pſalmiſt of Iſrael was a moſt 
eminent and illuſtrious Type of our glorious Lord. 
Very many of the P/a/ms treated and ſpoke of Chriſt 
in the moſt direct and profeſsd Senſe; deſcribing 
his Perſon, Glory and Majeſty; his Frame, Temper 
and Spirit; his Enemies, Sorrows, Sufferings, and 
Death; his Reviving, and Reſurrection from the 
Dead; his Aſcenſion into Heaven, leading Captivity 
captive, and giving Gifts unto Men; his ſitting at 
God's Right-hand, till all his Enemies are become 
huis Footſtool. And indeed it may be juſtly obſerved 
$f the Book of P/alms, that though the natural _ 
f ö [NY 3 
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of Chriſt's Life and Actions be beſt recorded by the 
Evangeliſte, yet his heaven x xr Diſpoſition and 
Frame, and his Prayers, Wreſtli rong Cries 
and Groans, are beſt deſcribed, and | deareſt perceived 
and ſeen; either in the holy Tranſports and divine 
Extaſies of Joy, or elſe in the mournful Dejections, 
and moſt affecting Complaints of divine e 
ecxpreſſed by the Feroiſb Pſalmiſt. 
5. The Book of P/ahns is ſo ordered by Ari 
| Wiſdom, that *tis- divided into ſuch diſtin&,. ſhort, 
and methodical Parcels,” as may the more eaſily be 
learn'd, and retain'd in the Memory. As the P/alms 
are ſhort Leſſons eaſil 2 ſo they are the fitteſt 
Parts of the Word o t to dwell in us richly : 
And they are excellently well adapted to anſwer what 
the Apoſtle demanded of the Epbęſans and Coloſſians; 
for as they are ſoon laid 1 the Treaſury of the 
Mind, fo they are readily brought out from thence 


upon any Occaſion, to teach, admoniſh, and comfort 


our ſelves and others. And tis certain that the de- 
vout Fews of old delighted themſelves in theſe divine 
Poems, after this laudable manner: And. indeed they 
might well cauſe us Chriſtians to bluſh in this Reſpedt; 1 


ſor they ſo inculcated the Scriptures in general to their f 


Children, that they got them almoſt by Heart, or 
Memory. And if Paul and Silas in the dark * Bun: 
geon 41 not immediate Hymns. inſpired and i 
gelte to them, yet they had ſufficient ſtock of holy 
1 ter treaſured up in their Memories, out of the 
Book of - Pſalms, to praiſe God with, by Hymning or 
Singing, to. ſolace and refreſh their Spirits, and to 
expreſs their Faith, and holy Confidence and Joy, 
even in the diſtreſſed Circumſtances they are deſcribed 
to be in. And there is no Condition of Life, that 
we can fall into, whether Proſperity or Adverſity, 
Freedom or Impriſonment, Joy or Sorrow, Credit 
or 5 Health or err - Louth £ or 525 A885 
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Strength or Weakneſs, high of low, rich or poor, 
| in Comfort or in Diſtreſs, in regard to Body or Soul, 
as to this World, or that which is to come; I fay, 
Ss there can be no Inſtance of Life, but a Parallel may 
be found ſuited and adapted to us in the Book of 
SS FP/alms. For theſe Reaſons it is, to this excellent 
and inexhauſtible Treaſury, that I apprehend the 
| Apoſtle directs the Chriſtian Churches to reſort, in 
F order to have the Word of Chriſt to dwell in Dm 
ricbh, that they might be able to teach and admoniſh 
one another, in Pſalms, H. _ ang FN _ 
or Songs, ſinging, &c. ? 


| Now 1 think that the Objections moſt likely to be 
made againſt what I have advanced in 1 this Place, 
are theſe following. 1 


ob eien I. T he Coloſhans might compoſe their 
own Plalms, Hymns, and Odes, or Songs, by imme- 
diate Inſpiration, or the expracediciary: Influence of 
the Holy Spirit. 

I anſwer, We have not the leaſt mention of it, 
that they had either Authority or Capacity for fo 
doing, though ſome among the Corinthians might 
have Gifts that way for the Time being : Therefore 
there ſeems to be no rational and viſible ii Hart to 89 

Ds in ſupporting this Objectior 


125 Object. I. They wighe be injoined, or exhorted 
to teach and admoniſh one another with ſome matter 
of Inſtruction, out of the P/alms, and Hymns, and 
Songs of David, by en one to another, with- 
out Singing. 
I anſwer, They are exhorted t to do it expreſly by 
5 Singing: And this flatly overthrows the Objection. 
Object. III. This Singing is only —— ; 
viz. ſinging in the Heart only, without pronouncing 
the Words, as tuned with the Ton gue and Vale 


1 : 


in Private or Public Worſhip. 1 
I anſwer, If the Singing here mentioned was to 
begin and end in the Heart, or to terminate purely in 
the Mind, and was not to come out by the tuneful 
ſpeaking of the Tongue and Voice, then I may well 
urge they could not teach and admoniſh one another 
by it; for who can be inſtructed with what another 
Perſon keeps cloſely within his own Heart? This 
| would at once deſtroy the whole Intention of teaching 
and admoniſhing, or any way edifying one another: 
And indeed 'tis contrary to common Senſe, as well 


as repugnant to the TR es and Meaning 0 of this 
Paſſage. 1 


Oje. IV. The Eberts 00 to the Eobefien fans runs 

in another Strain of Expreſſions, Chap. v. 19. Speak- Þþ 
ing to your ſelves in Pſalms, Hymns, and Spiritual 
Songs; fan inging, and making Melody in your Heart 


to the Lord: From whence *tis concluded, that all A 
this Buſineſs is to be done only in the Heart, and to Nj 


: be known to none elſe but the Lord. 


I anſwer, 1. That if this was the true and proper 
Meaning of the Apoſtle, then one would have ima- 


gined that he would have exprefſed himſelf to ths ¼ 
urpoſe, viz. + Ruminarte, meditate, and conceive . I 


«. Pſalms, Hymns, and Odes, in your own Hearts, 
but do not ſpeak a Word or Syllable ; compoſe, 
Go contemplate, and comprehend ivine Songs men- 

© tally, within your ſelves, but pronounce nothing 
* vocally, nor utter may og that my be heard by 
« others. i 
2. This could not be the A poſtle's Meanin for = 
he would hereby palpably e ers himſelf, 6. for £4 


Exhortation to the Coloſſians ; Teaching and. of. = 
niſhing one another, in Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual i 


Songs; ſinging with Grace in your Hearts to the Lord. 


This would certainly be an irreconcilable Contra, 9 


diction: Therefore we muſt underſtand the Direction 
to the Coloſſians as explanatory of the other Paſſage 
_t 9 the "oy 7ans, and then the Senſe will amount to 
C 2 what 


5 
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what is eaſy and natural; thus, 7. eaching and adno- 
niſbing, and ſo ſtirring up and edifying one another, 
by ſinging. Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, 
b having your Hearts firſt filled and e . 
| Graves: to Praiſe the . in this Tay} 6 


= Object V. T hough, it ſhould be KSL br 7 EY 
peculiar Reaſons, that * might ſpeak to themſelves 
in a tuned Voice, and even fing privately, in a pro- 
per Senſe, for their on ſpiritual Recreation and Re- 
freſument, yet After-Ages were neither obliged: nor 
wauarranted to do the — without being guilty of 
Wil- erde. I Es | 
I anfaver,. That very few. conſiderate People have 
ever denied the Layfulneſs of private 7 50 ing ing 
of. Pſalms; for the Exaltation and Improvement of 
tbeir ſpiritual Joy. The Scripture is ſo expreſs in 
this Caſe, that chere is no juſt room to . diſpute the 
Licence and Warrant, or rather Command for it: 
I any Man afflicted, let bim pray; is any merry. 
let bim 75 Pſalms. If private Prayer continues to 
bea Duty, then upon the ſame fopt of Authority 
Private Singing continues to be a Duty alſo: And 
there is no probable way, that I can conceive of, 
to, elude the Force. of this Jojunion of the Kalk. 


Objab. VI. Singing. might be a Duty in thoſe _ 
traordinary Times, When they might ſing thoſe 
Pſalms that were infuſed, or. ſuggeſted. to them im- 
mediately by the Holy Ghoſt. But ſince thoſe ex- 
traordinary Gifts are cal. Fries Singing e 
do ceaſe alſo. ta. 
I anſwer, That the. A poſtle Fames does not men 
tion, nor ſeem to mean and intend: any extraordi- 5 
i nary Singing, nor any extraordinary Gifts for Singing. 
dor any extraordinary Mirth or Joy. Afflictiong 
nere . common ba ur i I Fepple % 
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timued in our Day 


in „ Private or Publicł Worſhip: - 


God, in all Ages; and Prayer-preſcribed as gs, har 
dinary Relief and Support under them. On the 
other hand, ſpiritual Mirth or Joy, was alſo. com- 
mon and ordinary to religious People, in all Times; 
and here Singing of > Pſalms. is preſcribed under the 
„to give vent to that Joy, and to praiſe 
God for it: Then, while Aﬀitions laſt, we muſt. 
pray; While divine Joy is given, we are to thank 
God for it, by ſiaging Pſalms... They. are both ortli- 
nary Duties, and equally binding. They are both 
indefinitely injoin'd, | without Limitation or Reſtri- 
ction to any Space or Ags of Goſpel Times. Theſe 
Duties therefore muſt ſtand or f. Naan: 


Obs. VII T he A poſtle * James! in the1 very Text 
Words, recommends anointing ſick Perſons — Oil, 
that they might be raiſed and reſtored by that Cere- 
mony and Prayer: This was extraordinary, and ſo 

might the Singing be, in the Plare refer'd to. bo 
I anſwer, 1. "Twas very uſual for the infos 204 
Writers to go off n from one Topick 
another, even to a Thing of a different Nature, 
without leaving any vilible Diſtinction een. 
chem: Whoever will obſerve the Traces of the ins 
ſpired Writings, will eaſily find DADE Inſtances: of 
this Kind, _ 
2. I do not think (with SubmiNon to better udg- 
ments) that this Buſineſs of anointing with Oil, join. 
ed with fervent Prayer of godly Men, according to 
Direction, was ſo confin'd to the primitive Church, 
as that the Peder ought to be altogether diſcon- 
dor if it were uſed cautiouſly 


I * * 
. 
9 : 1 4 1 3 


and very pradently, attended with humble and fer- 


vent Prayer in certain Caſes, perhaps we might ſee 
ſome godly and eminently uſefut Men in the 
Churches, raiſed and reſtor'd out of Illneſs in a ſpeedier 
and more evident Manner than he thao PIRATE 
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mon and ordinary Uſe of natural Means. But be this 


as it will, it does not in the leaſt affect the N 
* f private Singing. nen 6 


057 ect. VIII. Every ordinary Chriſtian, in a joyful | 
F — is not capable of conceiving and compoſing 
= Pain or ſpiritual Song + J How therefore ſhould he 


5 r, Tis abt requir d of kits. that he ſhould | 
be able to do this; and therefore, let him go to the 
Word of Chriſt, contained in the Pſalms ef David 

and others, and he will find N = holy Matter, 
compoſed ready to his Hands, Variety of choice 
Inſtances befitting him, and all other odly Perſons. 
T have ſhewn before,” that the Apoſtle Paul directs us, 
; -— whe the . to theſe W or Portions wa our 
U ſe, | | 


jen. IX. This is binding of) us down to finted 1 


Forms, which are not lawful. 
I anſwer, 1. That they are ſoo mide lawful, if the 
| Apoſtle, by the Direction of the Holy Spirit, ſends 
us to F For they are Parts and Portions of the 
Porn of ſound Words and Matter, dictated long ago 
do his Servants the Prophets, by the fame infallible 
14 Spirit: This will ſufficiently ſecure and juſtify us, 
m making Uſe of theſe divinely ſtinted or e 5 
bed Forms, thus recommended to us. 
2. Singing, ever ſince it was inſtituted and 0 
bliſhed in the Worſhip and Church of God, was per- 
formed by ſet Forms of Words. Songs were always 
4 or compoſed before-hand, on purpoſe to be 
There are many Inſtances in the Titles of the 
5 "Paine, where the Seng is firſt prepared, and then 
ſent to the Chief Muſician or Singer, for him to take 
Care of the orderly and due Performance. See 
Pſalms Ixxx, Ixxvii, Lu Sc. King Hezekiab and 
= 4 Princes commanded the Levites to Jing Praiſe 


unto 


5 
d. 
. 
- 
0 | 


pray'd by a miraculous Gift, in an unknown Tongue, 
10 or. xiv. 14. Where the Apoſtle rectifies the Abuſe _ 


"Jn Piven or Publich Nobi Tg 


.urito the Lord, with the Words of David and of 
Aſaph the Seer, 2 Chron. xxix. 30. 


Our * Saviour and his Diſciples ſung an Hy, 3 


which, by the Phraſeology of the New Teſtament, 
and the 2 uſtom and Language of the Fews, ſhould 


be ſome Portion of the Book of P/alms. And there 


is not the leaſt Colour of Reaſon to believe that our 
Lord compoſed any Hymn on purpoſe at this Time 
but took that which was well known among the 


Fews, and commonly uſed at the Celebration of the 


Paſo. and apply d it to his own Inſtitution, adopt- 


ing it and the /inmging of it to Goſpel Worſhip, in 


Foundation, which I take to be a ve 
there can be no Danger in making Uſe * 24 1 
of Words in inging; nor is there any po 

inveigh againſt them, where there are ſuch Authori- 
ties and Examples to defend and warrant us in the 


his own divine Perſon and Example. 22383 this 


Room to 


Practice; and where the Word of God and of Chriſt 
is the ſubject Matter of the Song; and that we are 


directed to take what Pſalm, or Hymn, or foiricual 
Song we pleaſe, out of this Word, that endureth for 
ever. 
3. If Singing, as an AF of Worſhip, was to ceaſe, 
1 wben extraordinary Gifts of conceiving extemporary 
Pſalms ceaſed; and if, to avoid ſet Forms, we are 
entirely to lay aſide all J . then I fairly urge, 
that we are to lay aſide all 
Interpretation and Revelation: For all theſe Things 
were extraordinary Gifts at that Time among the 
Corinthians. For theſe Perſons, in their Prayers, 
were actuated by immediate Influence; they did not 
acquire Ability to pray, or the Gift of Prayer, by 
Degrees, and by learning one of another, and by Ex- 


erciſe and Uſe, as we ordinarily do. Nay, they 


* Matt. xxvi. 30. 
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"of this Gift. Again, Neither had they their Do- 
c&trine by Study and Application of Thought, as we 


commonly have ours: Nor. did they arrive at the 
Faculty of Ger and interpreting one Lan- 
— 1 another, by a a painful WN the Rudi- 
ments of ſthoſe Languages, as we are obli iged to do. 
No, all Things were immediately infuſed into them 


in a miraculous Manner. The P/alm (as I ap- 


nd it) was given in the fame extraordinary 
ay; When the Apoſtle ſaid, How is it then Bre- 
thren? When ye come together every one of you hath a 
Pſalm, hath a Dottrine, hath a Tongue, bath a Re- 
welation, hath an Interpretation. "Theſe ſeveral Ta- 
lents and Abilities were the Effects of a more than 
ordinary Power of the divine Spirit. But then theſe 
Things did not laſt long: After they had anſwer'd | 


ark great Ends of eſtabliſhing the Truth of the Goſ- 


Theſe mighty Qualifications came at once, and went 
off after à ſhort Continuance. But let me aſk, Was 


ay vaniſhed. There were no ſuch Things to 
Del with their Succeffors in the next Age. 


all Doctrine and Inſtruction laid down and diſuſed 2 


No, ſurely, they continued teaching and preaching; 


though in an ordinary Way, by reaſoning out of the 
Scripture. Again, Was all Praying hid aſide? No, 


moſt" certainly; they pray'd according to their beſt 
Abilities, though they had not thoſe! extraordinary 


Gifts ah Aids, like their Predeceſſors. F urther, ; ; 


did they give over Interpretation of Scripture ?. No, 
there were Men who learnt and ſtudied divers Lan- 


guages and foreign Tongues, the better to qualify 


. themſelves to interpret the Word of God to others, 


in all Ages, from that Time to this. ——— Why 
theh muſt Singing be pointed at, and ſingled out 


from among al theſe Duties and Performances,” to 


be ſuppreſſed and buried in Diſuſe ? If it be to a- 
void — a ſet Form of Words, I deſire it may be 


8 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 0 


delibe- 


in Private or Publick Worſhi 6. . 17 


deliberately and impartially conſider'd, That moſt of 
the Singing mentioned in the Scriptures, and even in 


the New Teſtament, ruſt be underſtood to be per- 


formed by ſet Forms: The Cafe of the Epheſians and 
Coloffians can in no rational Interpretation be taken - 
otherwiſe ; for the Direction being indefinite, reaches 
Poſterity, as well as the then living Members of thoſe 
Churches; and is attended with the ſame Reaſons and 
Circumſtances which I have already hinted and ex- 
plained. If the Materials for Singing were pointed 
out to them, the very ſame may, in all rational Con- 
ſequence, well ſuffice for us. The Word of Chrift is 
the ſame, and the P/alms,, Hymns, and ſpiritual. 
Songs, contained therein, are the ſame : Unto us was 
this Word ſpoken, and the Advice given, as well as 
_ unto them»: Therefore we are under equal Obliga- 7 
tion to ſing the ſame divine —_— Matter f in the: 


Book of Pſalms, as they ſung. 


I have before taken Notice, that tis highly pro- 'Y 


| bable, if not certain, that the“ Hymn which our Sa- 


viour and his Diſciples ſung, was ſome Part of Da- 
vid's Pſalms : And, I think, that moſt of the Oppo- 
ſers of Singing, will allow this, though they apply it 
to the Paſſover-worſhip ſtrictly, and not to the 


Lord's-ſupper ; which I fhall conſider in its proper 


Place. Again, as to the Buſineſs of Paul and Silas, 4 

tis the ſame Word (as to the Root of it) that is 
uſed there, as in the forementioned Singing of our Sa, 
viour and his Diſciples. Tis to me very reaſonable / 

to ſuppoſe, that 'was an Hymn out of the Jewiſh 
Book of Pſalms, which they had treaſured and re- 


tained in their Memories, that they ſung at this Time. 


J am ſatisfied, the contrary can never be ſhewn with ö 
any better Pvideace ; For we do not read of Paul's / 
conceiving, or compoling Hymns or Pſalms for any 
ſpecial Uſes and Occaſions ; And though it be faid 

of him 1] or rather, that he faid himſelf, he would 8 


7 Mark a 26. f Ads avi, 25% | 1 Cor Ar x5. 
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4 us with the Spirit, and fing with the UnderRand- | 

1 yet he did not ſay, That he would: conceive 
any new immediate -P/a}m, as: to the Matter of it. 
And *tis plain, that finging with the Spirit, and with 
the Underſtanding, is ſinging under the Influence of 
the Holy Spirit, ſome ſpiritual Songs, which we un 
derſtand our ſelves, and which may be underſtood by 
others. And if it; cannot be proved that Paul com- 
poſed any new Pſalm or Hymn, I am ready to think, 
very few will imagine that Silas ay Therefore the 
probable Concluſion is, that they had ſomething of 
the P/alms. of David which occur'd to their Minds, k 
and which, they judged, ſuited their Caſe. 

As to the 2 of the Apoſtle * Fames, "is evi- 
dent he. binds. the Duty of Singing: upon ordinary 
Chriſtians, without ſuppoſing them capable of com- 

fi poling a P/alm ; and ſince he wrote to the Fews, to 

| the Twelve Tribes ſeatter'd Abroad, they knew well 

enough how to take his Advice, and = to find 

Int Pſalms and Songs, which they and their Forefathers 

= had: been-long accuſtomed. to. So that upon the 

| Whole, and even upon the ſtricteſt Conſideration, 

1 and faireſt Examination, the + Corinthian Pſalm 
appears to me to be the only one extraordinarily | 
and immediately ſuggſted or given to the Singers. 
The reft, for any Thing I can ſee, or that can be ſo- 
lidly. offered; may be allowed to go for ſet Forms; 

dor, in plainer Words, for the Plaims of David, re- 

* corded long before in the Old Teftament, and daily 

uſed by — Jewiſh Churches in 108 N W 

4 gap in their wages. n £88 . 


0% 8 X. But we do not. underſtand the Far rw 7 

inf Fired Words of David, and of the other ſacreq 

Penmen of the Songs of the Old Teſtament, and par- 
ticularly the Book of | Pſalms; and tis not ful 1 

| us to Fake uſe of a Teal. ble 114 


e. 1. r. ir ab. 
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I anſwer, That nothing can be mere certain; in 1 


a rational way of deducing and concluding; than Ae | 


the Apoſtles Pau} and James knew it before-hand;, 
and were ſatisfied that the People muſt make uſe of 
a Tranſlation; and yet they preſs them to Ang. 


hg is a Duty urged; and they muſt find a way 


perform it. They were to ſing Pſalms, and Hymns 
and ſpiritual Songs; and did not underſtand Hebrew. 


Then they ' muſt do it in ſome other Language. 


They are exhorted to fetch their Materials out of the 


Word of Chriſt, and yet they did not underſtand the 
Tongue in which it was inſpired to the Penmen. 


Therefore this Word muſt” be taken as tranſlated, 


and they muſt make uſe of what they underſtobd : 


For the A poſtle ſet them a Pattern, and told them 


that he would ing with the Spirit, and with the Un⸗ 
derftanding alſo; i. e. fing with; and to the Under- 


ſtanding of others : For this muſt be his plain * 


5 nee Meaning. And though I have obſerv 
ſomewhat already, about the Ulckilneſs of the Greek 
Tranſlation of the Old Teſtament, yet 1 will add here 

the following Conſiderations as to the Neceſſity of it. 


1. The Fews themſelves had tieed of it eſpecially 


thoſe who had been ſcatter*d into diſtant Provinces 
for a conſiderable fi ace of Time. There were Mul- 
titudes of Fews b7 this ſort, whoſe Parents; for the 


Series of 1275 Generations, had been horn and bted 


up in other Languages; eſpecially in the "Greek 


Tongue. In Ala minor. there dwelt vaſt Numbers | bi 
of Jews, bit their native and popular Language was 


_ Greek; therefore they are called Grecians (Helleniſti) 


in the New Teſtament. A#s vi. 1. There aroſe a 


3 of the Grecians againſt the Hebrews; 
Chap. ix. 29. Paul diſputed againſt the Grecian; 
| Now theſe People were Fews by Deſcent and Reli- 
* gion, but are called Grecians becauſe they were born 


Greekiſh Cbuntries; and Becauſe they uſed ws 
Greek Tongue and 7. ranſlation of the Bible. They 5 


had theit S ages in theit reſpective Towns and 
£ 'Þ 2 Cities; 
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Cities; they maintained their Worſhip, by 'reading 
the Scriptures, and by praying, and ſinging of Pſalms 
in Greek, They could do no otherwiſe. Thus Ti- 
 mothy.is faid from a Child to know the holy Scriptures : 
His Knowledge came by and through this Tran/la- | 
| tion; for his Father was a Greek, and lived ſome- 
| where T at or near Derbe or Lyſtra, Cities of Li- 
caonia, in Afia minor, Thus a Tranſlation is called 
the Holy Scriptures ; and moſt. deſervedly ſo, if the 
[Tranſlation be juſt. In this Senſe the Word of the Lord 
enduretbh for euer; not as lock'd up in the Hebrew- 
Tongue, but as laid open in other Languages, for the 
| general Uſe and Benefit of Mankind. _ 
| Tis evident, beyond Contradiction, that the 
Gemiles, with whom the Apoſtle Paul had prin- 
» cipally to deal, could not do without a Tranſlation. 
_ How ſhould common and ordinary Chriſtians among 
them underſtand Hebrew? But we find the ſame 
Apoſtle directing the Gentile Ephefi ans and Coloffians 
to ng P/alms, &c. And *tis'not to be queſtion'd 
they: bey d the Word of Exhortation; and conſe- 
= quently it muſt be that they perform'd their Duty, 
in Greek P/alms, Hymns, or Songs, And thus that 
heavenly Book of | Pſalms, the chief Exemplar and 
Standard of the Praiſe of the God of Iſrael in the 
Fewiſh Church, is handed down, to celebrate the 
{Praiſes of the ſame God in other Languages, by 
| Gentile Worſhippers i in C ay er. 


Olias XI. The Pſalms, in order to aug them, 
are put into Metre or Verſe: And this muſt be hu- 
man Compoſition z *tis not lawful for us to ſing ſuch. 

I anfever, By a Parity of Argument a Proſe- 
'Tranſlat ion is a human Compoſition ; and when we 
read it, tis not reading the Word of God, but the 

Words of Men. Now I deſire it may be remem- 

: bred, that 1 have ſthewn already that the * 


"Vp 2 Tim, ii 15. + Aden. 1. and Chap. xiv. . 


— * 
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calls a Tranſlation by the Name of Holy Scriptures, 
which Timothy had known from a Child. And upon 


the ſame Ground we may call our Engliſh Tranſlation 


the Word of God. And without it be fo, the Apoſtle 


| Peter * could not ſay, that the Word of God liveth 
und abideth for ever: For the Hebrew Tongue is not 


a living Language among any 8 in any part 
of the World, that we know of. 

5:27 N good, grave, clear and pertinent Verſion of 
the P/alms in Metre, by which we may ſafely and 
truly come at the Meaning of the Pſalmiſt, may well 
be accounted a good Tranſlation,” and warrantab 
uſed as ſuch : And it is of little weight (I think) to 
urge, that Metre requires adding more Words, and 
omitting more Words than Proſe does, and ſo cauſes 


u greater Variation from the Original. It may be 


replied, that in many Places Proſe is chargeable with 
the ſame Objection. As to the Old Teſtament, it 


could never be tranſlated even into Proſe, without a 


great many Additions or Supplements: For the Hebrew 
Tongue is brief and conciſe, and ſometimes leaves 


Words to be underſtood for the filling up of Sen- 


tences; which if thoſe Vacancies were not ſupplied, 
the Senſe could never be made out. And a too cloſe, 
and too ſtrict verbal or literal Tranſlation would not 


be intelligible to us. The Idioms, or Proprieties of 
Expreſſions in Languages, differ ſo widely among 
5 upon this Account, that there muſt always 


be a reaſonable Allowance given to Tranſlators, whe- 
ther in Proſe or Verſe. But we find it poſſible, and 


1 by Experience, to keep abundance of the i 
Words, and to retain the whole of the Senſe of the i 
P ſalmiſt, by a Verſion in Metre; and therefore it 
may be uſed with Safety, and be not improperly or 
untruly called Scripture-Pſalms: For a Proſe Tranſ- 
lation cannot do a great deal more; the Meaning, =_ 
* * being the main T wang we aim at. 


5 i Pet. i. 23, 25. 
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ve lations are nothing elſe but the dreſſin ing up of the 
elf- ſame Man in different Sorts of Cloths. Pure 
Water will anſwer the ſame Ends, when conveyed 


thro? a clean Pipe or Conduit, 1 


at the Fountain-head, and is the very ſelf-ſame Water. 
3. It cannot be reaſonably — that the Apoſtle 


Jawer ſhould intend any other P/alms than tranſlated 
ones, for the ſcatter'd Feus to ſing; for he exhorts - 
them to this Practice, as has been ſufficiently obſerved. 


If their Fore-fathers, when they came firſt out of F#- 

dea, underſtood the Hebrew: Pſalms, yet their Poſte- 
rity in ſucceeding Generations knew no more of it 
than the. poor . Fews among us at this day do; 
and they know little or nothing of the Matter. Their 

Greek 2 ſtood them in good ſtead at this time, 
for here they found what they wanted, and what they 


well and familiarly entderitoed..- Here was a variety 


of Choice of divine Songs, according to their different 
Frames or Inclinations. As to what their Meaſures 


and Tunes, and particular Uſages and Managements 


were, tis not ſo much my p reſent Buſineſs, at this 


_ Diſtance, to enquire into. "Tat, ſatisfied I am that 


they ung, and that it was perform'd. by help of a 
Tranſlation; and that this was put into ſome Meaſure 
and Method fit for Singing: Aud this 1 is Sulficient ve to 


; ye main Purpoſe. 


Oben XII. finging of Blulms v was not or deſign as 


. a Part of publick Worſhip under the Goſpel. 


I anfwer, Whether it was defign'd or not, "ris 


plain it was a Part of publick Worſhip in the Apoſtle's 


ime. * The.Corinthian Pſalm and Singing cannot 


be taken in any other Senſe. In order to make this 
5 appear, 1 would offer theſe follow ing Conſiderations. 


1. Let any one read 1 Cor. xiv. throughout, and 


he will find the Word Church mentioned ſeven times, 
"i and Churches 3 which 1 is nine times in all. Now 


| * Cor. xiv. 26, 
p a * 
1 | 
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the whole Buſineſs of the Apoſtle in this Chapter was 
to ſhew them how they ſhould uſe their ſeveral Gifts, | 
for the Good and- Eadlgcarion of the Church; And 
he has ſees ex cop _ repeated this over and _ 
Over. 417 

. Singing was one of the Gifts and Niere 7 
uſed- in this. Church. Twas not done in a Corner, 
or in a private Family, in a private Manner; was 
when and where the whole Church was come together 
in ons Place, ver. 23. The Apoſtle was willing to 
rectify their tumultuary and diſorderly Praying, and 
Singing, and Preaching, and Propheſying, ver. 26, 27. 
How is it then, Brethren, 'when ye come together, | 
every one of. you hath a Pſalm, hath a Doftrine, hath i 
4 Tongue, bath a Revelation, hath an Interpretation? il 
Let all Things be done to edifying. If any Man ſpeak in 
an unknown Tongue, let it be by two, or at moſt by three, Wi 
and that by courſe z and let one interpret, Tis undeni- al 
able, that the P/alm here is made a Part of their publick | 
Worſhip. ?Twas an Ingredient among other Exer- MK 
ciſes. The Apoſtle does not ſuppreſs any of theſe MK 
particular Acts: He does not forbid the Uſe of any | 
| of theſe Gifts; much leſs does he ſingle out the Pſalni = 
and Singing to check that: Nay, he faid that he 
would H ng himſelf, to countenance and encourage 
the Practice, for his own, and the Edification of 
cothers. The chief Aim of the Apoſtle was to reduce 
them to good Order in their Worſhip: He would 
have them ſtay till each had done his reſpective Part,“ 
and ſo take their Turns. He would not have them 
ſpend the whole Time in mere Praying, nor in mere 
Singing, Preaching, or Propheſying; but to allow 
ſome Proper Time for each of theſe Exerciſes and 
uties. Again, He would not have two or more 
Pray together, nor two or more ſing together, nor 
preach nor propheſy together, at one and the ſame 
5 Period of Time; ah Fo hey did was in . 
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Tongues, and very likely they would hit upon 
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diffe- 
rent ſorts of Subjects. Nothing could be ſuppoſed 


to breed a greater Confuſion; therefore the Apoſtle 
told them, if a Stranger ſhould at ſuch a Time peep 


in amongſt them, he would think them all mad: 


And indeed well he might. But the Apoſtle pro- 


poſes a Remedy for all this: viz. Let one pray in 


a ſtrange Tongue (if that was the preſent miraculous - 
Influence under which he was actuated) and let an- 
other interpret, who had the Gift of Interpretation, 
and then the whole Church ſay Amen to his Prayer. 
In like manner let one ſing a Pſalm, and another in- 


terpret, and the whole Church ſay Amen, And ſa. 


on, as to Preaching and Propheſying. Again, two 
or three at moſt might thus pray, ane after another; 
and two or three at moſt might ing, one after another; 
and fo preach and propheſy, one after another: But 


they might not huddle Things together, to confound 


one another, and the Auditory too. And, to my 


beſt Apprehenfion, this is a fair, open, and 1 Jonas, 
tial Repreſentation of their Cafe. 


But I deſire it may be obſerved, that the Pan 
challenges as rightful a Claim, in this publick Wor- 
ſhip, as any of the other Parts of the Exerciſes; 
namely, Prayi ng, Preaching, Propheſying, or [ mers 


| preting. Whoever goes about to remove Singing 


from this publick Wau muſt take away all the 


reſt along with it. And the Apoſtle himſelf ſaid in 


this very Chapter, ver. 18. Iwill pray with the Spirit, 


and I 20 pray with the Underſtanding alſo: I wil! 


Jug with the Spirit, and I will fing with the Under- 
— alſo. There is no — to be made but 
that he intended that theſe Duties ſhould go together, 


or elſe he would not have coupled them after this fa- 


miliar Manner, upon an equal foot: His Words are 
very expreſs, and ſpoken indefinitely, without any 


Niſcrimination or Reſtrictian, and moſt certainly. . 
ougnht to be underſtood as if he fairly and fully meant 
us e mam of Singing, # as well as Praying. 


Meth, 


in Private or Pallet Warſip.” 8 


«Oh. Xin. This Corinthian Singing Was per- 
one ſingle Perſon only; and therefore this 

wil not 1 the joint Singing by many Voices ex- 
erted together, as the Faſhion is in our Day, which 
we think has neither Teer nor Precedent 1 in the 
l * | 
I anfwer, 1. I readily acknowiedat that this Cox 
_ rinthian Singing was perform'd by one ſingle Perſon 


only: I never underſtood it ns. And I have 


often wondted that none of the Oppoſers of Singing by 
Joint Voices have ever ſtruck into this way; rather 
than omit and reject the whole; fince the Goſpel does 
mention, recommend, and preſs Singing; in ſo many 
Places. Tis better, I ſhould think, to have it done 
in ſome way or manner, than to be coral diſregarded | 
and negle&ted. + 

2. But then tis evident, fm the Nature of Things, 
that this extraordinary way of diſcharging all the Parts 
of their Worſhip i in * Church at Corinth, was not 
a Rule for any other Churches; nor was their ſingular 
Method to be obligatory upon any other future So- 
cieties. They had an uncommon Effuſion of the di- 


vine Spirit, manifeſted in ſome amazing Gifts among k 


them, which we do not find granted to others; and 
their way of urtering or exerciting theſe Gifts, was as 
| Uncommon. (111 
3. When theſe mitaculous Wa ys of performing and. 
carrying on publick Worſhip —— then all the 
Parts of that Worthip muſt have been reduced to 
ſome ordinary Rule and Standard. No Part was to 
be loſt or Eid aſide, purely becauſe there were no 
extraordinary Abilities to 3 it with; for ac 
cording to ſuch Procedure, the whole of publick 
Worſhip might and muſt have been loſt and laid 
down, as well as any one ſingle Part. And if People 
pu wid at liberty to ſer aſide any part of oublick = 
Worſhip upon this ſcore, for want of extraordinary | 
Gifts, © ay: "oe * what Fart to reti in, 
: and 
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and what to reject: And ſome might be ſo deſperate 
as to caſt out Preaching z this would be a moſt ab- 
ſurd and dangerous Liberty indeed; and yet tis the 
natural Reſult of ſuch a Train of arguing. There- 
fore all the proper and integral Parts of publick Wor- 
ſhip being equally, and alike remaining unrevoked 
by any divine Edict, or rather expreſly urged to be 
continued, they muſt, I fay, be reduced to ſome or- 
dinary way of Performance, or all be diſcontinued 
and neglected, upon the very ſame Foot. 
4. Let us a little conſider and enquire what thts 
did as to the other Parts of public Worſhip, in the 
Age next ſucceeding the Apoſtles. Why, they pray- 
ed, as well as they could; they preached, as well as 


. they could; and they interpreted Prophecies, and 


dark Paſſages and Sayings of the Scriptures, and 
gained Skill in Languages that might be ſubſervient 
hereunto, as well as they could. In a word, they 
betook themſelves to Meditation and Study, when 
they found that miraculous Gifts failed, and ſo went 
on in their Duty, as the Lord aſſiſted them in che or- 
dinary Uſe of Means. 
i —— diſmiſſed the Sri en ons way 
; of performing all Duties in their Church, and ſhewn 
that many, and moſt of theſe Duties, ſuch as Prayer, 


Preaching, and Interpreting or Expounding, were 


reduced to the ordinary Way in which they have been 
held, and continued ever ſince, in the Churches of 
Chriſt ; let us now a little examine what became of 
Singing, and ſee what farther Light we can gain in 
regard to this. And we ſhall find that the fame Ex- 
 pedient, the ſame ſort of Remedy, was applied to 
Singing, as to the reſt of their Duties. *Twas broughr 
do the ordinary Standard :-*T'was modelled by an or- 
dinary Rule. Tis not only mentioned, but com- 


manded; and there are Rules and Directions given 


concerning it. The Apoſtle's manner of expreſſing 
himſelf amounts to no leſs. And it may not be amiſs | 
to obſerve here, that tis allowed that the Epiſtles. to- 

| ; * | 3 


„ 


in Private or Public Vorſbip. 25 
the Epheſians and Coloſſians were written later than 


the firſt to the Corinthians; and therefore the Hints 


about Singing are ſomewhat freſher, fuller, and more 
particular; and the Advices and Exhortations given, 


are ſo adapted, that they will, and do ſuit us as well 


as they did them. There was nothing required of 
them but what plain, common Chriſtians, could eaſily 


perform; and what we can alſo diſcharge, with the 
like Facility, Pleaſure, and Readineſs; we having 


all the Furnitures, Materials and Requiſites, which 


they had. This is the Advantage of bringing this 


Practice to the ordinary Pitch, that the Churches in. 


ſucceeding Generations might be able to keep up the 


Duty, according to the Apoſtle's Rule, fully as well 
as the Epheſians and Colgfhans did. What were they. 
directed to? to take a P/alm, or an Hymn, or a ſpi- 
ritual Song, out of the Book of Pſalms, the Word of. 
God and Chriſt, and to ſing it among themſelves for. 


their mutual Edification ; This is no more than what 
has been done in all Ages ever ſince, and what is 


done in our Day, and may be done in all and wa, 


Times to the End of the World, by common. an 


ordinary Chriſtians, *Tis therefore, in my Appre- 
henſion, our incumbent and evident Duty, to keep up 


to the 1 Rule, ſince 'tis every way in our 
Power to obey it. Let the Word of Chriſt dwell in 


you richly, in all Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing. 


one another, in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 


FCongs; 1 inging with Grace in ye Hearts to 1 wr 


Lord. 
And now having plackd the Buſineſe of Evian in 


this Light, in the common Rank of Duties, as being 


upon the ſame Foot with the other Parts of divine 


Worſhip; and ſering that it is to be performed in an 


ordinary Way, and that the Method directed to by 

the Apoſtle, is as practicable by us as by the pri- 
| mitive Chriſtians ; I defire that theſe following Con- 
ſiderations may be duly Oy" wa inging "ou 


oat Voices. 74 4 
/ E - | (1.) That 
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in That this was the ordinary Method uſed by 
the Jeus, in their ſtated Worſhip, is beyond any 

diſpute: Nor was there any Complaint, nor any vi- 

ſible Ground or Reaſon for a Complaint, as to any 
Difficulty or Diſorder, that could — ſuch a Prac- 
tice. All was performed with inward Serenity and 
Pleaſure, as well as with exact outward Uniformity 


and Regularity. They joined not only many Voices 


make up the Vocal Part, but alſo both Voices and 
Sounds of mufical Inſtrumerits in Conſort, to celebrate 
their Worſhip. 2 Chron. v. 13. As the Trumpeters 
and Singers were as one, to make one Sound to be heard 

in praiſmg and thanking the Lord; and when they 
liſt up their Voice with the 7. N and Cymbals, 

and Inſtruments of Mufick, &c. So that the Charge 
of Canfuſjon upon Join. Jonging | is apparently ground- 
eſs, and indeed frivolous ; ſince we find, by Expe-- 
rience, that the Union or Junction of Voices doth 
rather mend and enhance the p pe han any way 


pp mpede or deſtroy ĩt. 


_ * (24) Though the Goſpe I makes no mention of mu- 
ſical Inſtruments; and upon that Account I de not in 
the leaſt recommend or detend che Uſe of them; yet 
tis undeniable," that the New) Teſtament expreſty 
moins Singing. And I cannot diſcern the Reaſon 
why we may not underſtand this Singing in the ordi- 

ry Way — the Fews, which we find to have 

en always practiſed by joint Voices. I think the 
/ Oppoſers of it ſhould propoſe another, and a better 
Way; a Way peculiar to the Goſpel, and more con- 


penient for the Diſcharge of this Duty, before, they 


utterly reje& the Thing it ſelf, and entirely ſhut this 
Part of Worthip out of the Churches. Tis to na 


purpoſe at all to a that Singing in the Jeuiſu 


Oburch was typical of Goſpel-mirth, or ſpiritual Joy: | 


For it may be replied,” with the utmoſt Truth and 
Reaſon, that Singing never was a Type of any thing, 

for tis a natural Action. It may be improved indeed 
A ſome = of Art, and 0 94 Speaking 3 but 


they - 
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they are both natural Actions for all that. 2 4 
out in a doleful Sound, in Extremity of 1 and 
Diſtreſs and Danger, is merely natural. So is 

ing; 'tis a Modulation of the Voice to exp — 1 
inward Chearfulneſs of the Mind, and is a rd 


natural Action. Indeed it may be performed under 


the Influence of the Spirit of Cod and Chriſt; and it 


may be performed under the Influence of Wine, or 


even of Satan; as their Bacchanalian Songs am _—_— 
the Heathen were uſed, to celebrate the Praiſes 


their Idol- Gods and Goddeſſes. But this was not the 
Fault of the natural Faculty of Singing; twas the 


Fault of thoſe who abuſed it. The Faculty may be 


better employed in Ainging Pſalms, and divine Mat- 
ter, in a ſpiritual Frame, to the Honour of the God 


of Heaven. 


(3.) Singing: with 3 joint Voices is very conſiſtent 
with the Direction of * Apoſtle to the Ephe/ians and 


Coloſſians : For we find the Epheſians were to ſpeak. 
to themſelves, or to one another (ZEautois) in Pſalms, 


and Songs, fmging, &c.— The Coloſſians were to 


teach and admoniſo one another (Eautous,) Tis the 


ſame Word that is uſed in both Places. *Tis the ſame 


Word is alſo uſed Eph. iv. 32. (Eautois) Forgiving 


one another, If the Word be fairly examined, it 


: denotes Mutuality : ; or it neceſſarily implies doing a 


Thing mutually, from one fide to the other. Now I 


can conceive but of two ways, by which they might 


ſpeak to themſelves, and teach and .admoniſh one an- ; 


other mutually, in Pſaims, Hymns, * 9 engt; Lk. 
ng, &c. 
Firſt, By one Perſon ſtanding up in the Cong re 


gation, and ſinging a P/alm to the reſt having BG Ty 
2 that the ts | 


jead the Matter of his Hſalm or Song 
might be able to ſay Amen to it, hp he had done; 


and ſoa ſecond and a third going on in courſe, doing 
the like; this might reach the Caſe in hand: * 


Jew 4 unto 2 @ more aer W 9), VIZ. 


Secondly, ; 
| 9 ; ; 
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"Secondly, By the whole Aſſembly /mging together 
with joint Voices, having a Precentor, or a leading 
Singer, who ſhall ſet the Tune, and the Pitch or Key 
of it; he having alſo diſtinctly and deliberately read 
the Words of the Fſalm or Song, that all may under- 
' ſtand what they Ving; and that the Subject- matter 
and the Words may be the ſame, and that their Hearts 
and Voices may be as one, in the Performance: Thus 
they may, in the Apoſtles Senſe, ſpeak to themſelves 
and to one another, and ſo teach and admoniſh, and 
ſtir up one another, in Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Songs; finging with Grace in their Hearts to the Lord. 
We have already obſerved and proved that this was 
the ſtated Fewiſh Method; and the Pſalms are vifibly 
adapted to ſuch a Practice, and do plainly invite here: 
unto. Inſtead of Multitudes of Inſtances, 1 ſhall only 
refer to one or two, viz. ü 
Pſal. . 1, 1 0 come, let us fong unto the Lord: 
La us make a joyful Noiſe to the Rock Bo our Salvation. 
Let us come before his Preſence with J. hankſgiving, 


aud make a joyful Noiſe unto him with Pſalms. 


Piͤſal. cxlvi. 2 J will Aang Praiſes unto my God, a 
while J have any Being. 
FPfal. cxlvii. 1. Praiſe ye the Lord; for it is good 4 

20 ing Praifes unto our God. -------— 
Iis eaſy to obſerve here, and elſewhere, chat the 
: Naturd of the Book of Pſalms has a direct Tendency 
to anſwer, the Apoſtle's Injunction: Tis ſuited to 
teach and admoniſh, to quicken and enflame each 


* others devoiit Affections, and to forward and animate 


the Sallies of our Minds towards God and Chriſt. 
And this may as well be done now, in every Reſpect, 


as it was formerly, by joining and uniting our Voices, 
in ſinging of P/alms, and Hymns, &c. And this 


= would fully: and en bo as en with the Apo 8 
Meaning. : 


_ There is no manner of Neem left to e 
but that our Saviour and his Diſciples ſung together. 
with * Voices, at the Cloſe of the Celebration ' 3B 


the, 
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the Supper : Tis affirmed by the * two Evangeliſts, 
Matthew and Mark, in — Terms; the Phraſe 


is in the plural Number z ſo that, without any the 


leaſt ſtraining or ſtretching the Senſe, tis evident 
they were all concerned in the Act; for *tis ſaid, 


I ben they bad ſung an Hymn, &c. Herein they fol. 4 


lowed the Manner of the Jews, which was to ſing 
ſome Part of the Pſalms of David, at the Conclu- 


fion of the eating of the Paſſover. The Story is left 


open n to our View and Obſervation, and, as Lam well : 
ſatisfied, for our Imitation. 


It is 'of no Importance, in my Apprehenſion; do 
alledge, that ibis Hymn did relate to the Paſſover, 
and not to the e T think it rather ſhews 
that it regarded both; as it concluded the /one, ſo it 
was to be. continued with the other; it ſhews that 
our Lord did not deſign to make any material Alte- 


ration in vocal ſocial! Singing in his Worſhip ; but 


that it ſhould be continued under the Goſpel, and 


particularly at the Celebration of his own Supper. 


Here we find it placed, and here we ought to keep 
it. He borrowed the Materials of the Supper, i. e. 


the Bread and Wine, from the Feaſt of the Paſſover z 


and if he borrowed the Hymn too, I cannot fee any 
Reaſon we have to omit it: It rather confirms what 
I aim at, that we ought to retain the Hymn as well as 


the Uſe of the Bread and Wine, and the Practice of 


Bleſſing both theſe, by diſtinct Prayers, after the 


glorious Pattern that is left us on record. 


is of leſs Importance ſtill, in my Opinion, to 


lay, that this Hymn is not mentioned by Luke ad : 


| Fobn, nor by Paul, in 1 Cor, xi. where he re- 


hearſes the Inſtitution of the Lord's-ſupper : For it 


may be well replied, ' That the Bleſſing, or Thankſ- 


giving, is not mentioned at all by John; but it does 


not follow from thence, that 3 was no ſuch Thing, 


or that it was not end on us to obſer ve it. - 


o Matt. xxvi. 30. Y Mark XIV. 26, 


1 _ 


7 

+8 

1 
fi 
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42 Retdons'/i> thd againſt Sinking, 
ſides, there is nothing more common in the holy 
Scriptures, than for one Penman to omit a particular 
Circumſtance, when the Holy Ghoſt takes ſpecial 
Care that it ſhall be found written in Rr Dons | 
either by the ſame or by another Hand. 


oO bes XIV. The Epheſians were required to | be 
fed with the Spirit, in order to ſing; How can 
this be done or expected in our Day ? 

I anſwer, The fame Qualification was required 
In Deacons, _ vi. they were to be Men full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and of Wiſdom'y and where ſhall we find 
ſuch now ? But muſt we lay aſide and loſe the 
Office and Order of Deaconſbip upon this Account? 

No ſurely ! nor are we to lay aſide Singing, becauſe 

wee live in ordinary Times; for we muſt perform it 
in the beſt Way we can, and with that Meaſure 

of the Spirit WIRE the Lord hall de 4 J e to 
give 8 


55 Oben. xv. Singing with; joint ee ednet 

Womens ſpeaking in the Church; which is expreſly 
forbidden by the Apoſtle. | 

I anſwer, That Women are forbidden to {| peak 
by way of Teaching or Preaching, is very certain; 
ſo they are alſo prohibited aſking any Queſtions pub- 
lickly in the Church : And there are plain Reaſons 
_ given why this Liberty is not allow'd to that Sex, 
v2. becanſs theſe Things would not be conſiſtent 
with their natural Reſervedneſs and becoming Mo- 


Geeſty, and would tend to invert the Order of Na- 


ture, which has placed them in wn prudent Sub. 
. jection to their Huſbands. 
But then, on the other Hand, Women are per⸗ 
mitted to give an Account of their Faith and Expe- 
rience, when required thereunto. They may alſo 


anſwer with Diſcretion and Modeſty to any * | 


®: x Gor. ar. 349 35. 258 . 
eſtiens 


i Private or Publick Worſhip. ' 1 


witneſs to any Truth, or Fact: In ſuch Caſes: they 


ſpeak. It ſeems to me evident that Tydia ſpoke, 
— made ſome Confeſſion in the Church, before ſne 


was baptized, and afterwards, Ads xvi. And ꝛtis 
plain that Sapphira was queſtioned in the Church, 


and did anſwer accordingly there, in the Caſe of the 


Dye about ſelling the Land, Acts v. XA 

2. Teaching, by way of « Preaching, was not re- 
quired nor expected from all private Men, who were 
Members of the Church, becauſe all Men were not 
capable of it: But then all the Brethren, even the 


meaneſt of them, are exhorted and required to teach 


and admoniſh one another, in Pſalms, and Hymns, and 
ſpiritual Songs. This ſort of Teaching is a Branch of 
divine Adoration, offered jointly by mutual Conſent 


to the Honour of the Divine Majeſty, wherein eyery 


individual Member is equally bound to bear his ſhare, 


Upon this footing Nomen ought to come in, and to 
Join with us; for they are as much concerned to ad- 
mire and praiſe God, for the Works of Creation and 
Providence, and for Redemption through Chriſt Jeſus, 
as we Men are. Beſides, they are as capable, and 
perhaps are better qualified in ſome Reſpects, by the 
tender Emotions of their Affections, and by their 
eaſy Pronunciation and Modulation of their Words 
and Voices, than we Men are: Therefore I can ſee 


no manner of Reaſon to debar Women from beari 


their Part; in celebrating the Praiſes of God by ſinging 
_ Pſalms, under any Pretence of its not being lawful 
for their Sex to ſpeak in the Church; for 'tis not this 
ſort of Speaking that the Apoſtle incended to forbid.” 
And thus I diſmiſs the Objection, as weak and in- 
concluſive, and as not affecting the Buſineſs of Wo- 
mens Singing in our ee ſo as to diſcounte- f 


nance it in the leaſt. 


Oben XVI. This way of Singing a ne of pro- 
Fane and carnal Perſons j Joining with us, aud {6 they» , 
3 


dcfile 
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Queſtions that may be put to them, in order to bear 


34 Rn4voNs for and againſt Singing. 
defile the Ordinance. to us, and bring us to be Har- 
takers: of their Sins; for they are güilty of Lying, 
when in Singing they profeſs to hate every evil Way, 
and that their Heart panteth after God, and that they 
have none in Heaven nor on Earth whom: they dgſire 
beſides him, &c. Therefore tis better nat 1 ling a 
all, than to join with ſuch. | 
19 81 W ang 1. That this Obj ection is :6ery: white as 
ſtrong againſt Publick — as *ris againſt Promiſa 
Cuous Singing. Does not the Miniſter, in the Name 
of the whole Congregation, call God our Father, and 
pProfeſs Humiliation and Sorrow for Sin, and a Reſo- 
5 rj to forſake every evil Fay, and a Nefire to live 
unto him in all holy Obedience, and to have and 
maintain Communion with him, in Prayer, and all his 
other Ordinances? I fay, does not the Miniſter 
comprehend the Congregation with himſelf, when, 
at the ſame Time, there may be divers Perſons pre- 
ſent who have not the leaſt Thoughts of theſe Things I 
Tis impoſſible for the Miniſter to ſingle out, and to 
know. what Perſons. will join with him, and what 
will not, in theſe ſolemn Acts of Confeſſion. But 
ſtill J hope it will be allowed that he is in the way of 
his Duty, though there ſhould be but two or three 
that jo in with him in Sincerity and in Truth; for he 
— help the Hypocriſy. Tod, Wickedneſs of the 
Hearts of others. This Caſe ſeems to me to be pa- 
rxallel to that of promiſcuous. Singing: | cannot diſcern 
any material Difference between them. So that the 
| Reſult of the Matter is this: If we may not ng 
Pſalms in ſuch mix d Aſſemblies, then we may not 


make Reſolutions, | Confeſſions, and Promiſes, and 


Proteſtations, and . T; as «A in the Behalf of 

others, in ee Tapete in promiſcyous r. 

gations. 

: ths 20-48; phe} wy that the Lud bas: ae to: 

. ſuffer Things 1 to be thus, viz. that Saints and Hypo- 

crites ſhould in a mixed Manner w_ and appear in 

ne Agts of Worſe nete km 1 We read ths: 
oil 


chen Mer of the Goſpel gathers into it both 


wy Feruſalem, and Mount Zion in that 


are Hiſtories of Things done td and for the cui 
Nation, under the Old Teſtament. 4 


45 

+1 
xxii. . it. xxV. 
| = 


in Private or Publick — 


dad; and that the + Children of the Kin of wx 

good Seed, are mingled with 25 C bildren of — 
wicked one, the Tares, in the ſame Field. Again, 
the Kingdom of. Heaven is reſembled to a | King that 


made a Marriage for his Son, and ſent forth * Ser- 


vants, who gathered together both good and bad, in 
order to furnith the Marriage with 'Guefts. And again 

it is 2 4 to ** ten Virgins, froe whereof were 
viſe, and five were fooliſh. This is the mingled Con- 
2 or mixed State of the Church of God here 
pon Earth. And tis fo order d, that the Wheat 


5 Kt the Tares ſhall be ſutfer'd 0 grow zopetber till 


Harveſt; then the Separation ſhall be made. From 
hence it undenlably appears, that if we will pray, ot 
fing Pſalms in the publick Worſhip of God; we muſt 
do theſe Things in ſuch promiſcuous Aſſemblies; as 
that there will be ſome goody and ſome bad Perſons 
frequently amongſt us; and yet this ought not to 


deter us from our Duty i For every Man's Works 
hall be * 5 4 and | every ow. 1 1 od own | 


Burden. 


Objert XVI. Some of the Baus d ate almoſt 4. 
together Fewiſh, and were penned fot other * f 
for other Times, Circumſtances, and Occaſions 3 


and which are neither ſuitable to us, nor our Hearts, 
and Affections, and N ſuitable o them. 
; As for Inſtance. 


Some refer to legal Hackifices and Services, which 
are aboliſhed. Some' ſer forth the Bea "and Glory 


Some 


"Others are - Predictions and Kegrefouratlond of 7 


Things to come. e ate penitential Pſalms, mn 


* * xiii. 47. Matt. xiii. 36, _ £1 Mart 
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for particular Crimes, that we have not been guilty 
«2 as Pſal. li. we run the riſk of ling or ne 


x * 
* * ” * f t 


„Others contain r CF: mprecations and C n, 


4 And ho ſhall we fing ſuch Plalms, when we are 
commanded to ble/s,: and cum ſe not? 0 


I anſcwer, There being divers Sorts of Obje&ions 
put together in this Place, I deſire the following Par- 


riculars mag be conſiderady. for Satiafaction i in theſe 


N mij 

8 111 How, Jewiſh ſever ſome of the Pſalms x — boy 
Ih they treated of the State of the Church of God, 
though vailed and ſhadowed with the 2 and Ce- 


— thoſe Times. And it may, moſt cer- 
tainly, give us very: great and ſenſible Pleaſure to 


contemplate and meditate (in Singing) on thoſe Sha- 


_ dows being done away, and the Day-ſpting from on 


high having viſited us, by the een Light of the 
Goſpel. Beſides, we may give a ſpiritual and a 


Goſpel Turn, in our Thoughts, to moſt of thoſe 
Jewiſh Cuſtoms... Particularly, 


2. As for thoſe Pſalms e mention Sacrifices I 


and Services which are aboliſhed, they moſt ſweetly _ 


lad us to Jeſus: Chriſt, the great Sacrifice and Anti- 


— of all others, who offered-up himſelf once for all, 


and put-an utter-End to Offerings and Burnt-Offerings, 


x bich could never make the Comers thereunto. perfect. 


he very Term Sacriſice is ſo far from being diſtaſte- 


ful and diſagreeable to Goſpel - Worſhippers, that it 


mould be very amiable and recommending to them, 
ſince our bleſſed Lord took the very Appellation 


upon himſelf, and became a Sacrifice, and is ſtiled 
our * Paſſover, ſacrificed for us. 
3. As for thoſe Pſalms, which ſet oh, the Beauty 


1 Jewiſh national Aſſemblies, in Feru- 
; Jalem and on Mount Zion, tis well known they al- 
a carried 1 in ther a Lg — a . and 


. 1 
11 ' ; 
* 1 . 
— 4 8 — | 
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wpiritual Signification, and ſuch as is very a plecble 
to us now; for Jeruſalem and Zion, and their ſolemm 
Aſſemblies, were always Types of the Churches and 
Congregations under the New Teſtament. And do 
we not daily pray for the Peace and Proſperity of 


Feruſalem and of Zion, and of the whole Jſrael of 
God, making uſe of the lofty Phraſes of the Old 


Teſtament, to embelliſh and adorn our Language, 


in Prayer and Praiſe, under the New? Again s 
Shall we not fing thoſe, inſpired Songs, which were 


compoſed on purpoſe to celebrate the Honour of our 


great King, whom God has ſet upon his holy Hill of 


Zion! Can we forbear expreſſing our Wiſhes, in 


the moſt rapturous Strains, that God would = 
more make Fernſalem the Foy of the whole Earth 2 
Theſe Things, I ſhould think, as they are the moſt 


ſublime and noble, ſo they are ſome of the moſt 


moving and befitting Subjects * Songs of Praiſe 
under the Goſpel. 


4. As for thoſe Pfilms which contain Hiſtories of 


Things done to and for the Few Nation, under 


the Oid Teſtament, they really concern us; for we 


are in Duty bound to bleſs and admire that Love, 
Grace, and ſtretch'd-out: Arm of Power, by which 
the Fewiſh. Church was deliver'd from Egypt and 
Babylon, &c. The very End of recording theſe 
Things, was, that we, and others in ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations, might declare Febovab's wondrous Works, 


and talk of his mighty Deeds, by ſetting forth his 


| Praiſes in the midſt of the Congegitions: For his 


Mercy endureth for ever. 


5. As for thoſe Pſalms which contain Prediftions 
of Things to come, we ing the Accompliſhment of 
a great many of them; and joyfully admire and extol 


that God, who ſhews himſelf always faithful and uni- 1 


form in his Prophecies and Providences, in making 


good his Word unto his 1 _ which he hap 


e them to . 1a 
— « 6. Ag 
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che Sight of God. Let us ſeriouſly 


| ſhould do. 
But to p 
Lawfulneſs of finging the li Pſalm, and others like. 


This is 
And can we ſuppoſe them to be guilty 


6. As for the Penitential Pſalms, particularly the 


1 ſuffer'd to fall into thoſe dreadful Sins and Snares; 


ince the Seed, Root and Principles of the ſame 
Evil; may be diſcern'd in us, and in all the reſt of 
Mankind. And if we have not been guilty of the 


ſelves with ſomewhat very ſinful, and bearing a near 
Reſemblance to theſe Things, and equally hateful in 
y reflect on the 


Excurſions of ſenſual and luſtful Thoughts, that have 


cleaped us, and paſſed through our Minds; and on 
ſome perſonal Reſentments that we have entertained, 
and ſome invidious Meditations we have formed, to 
compaſs ſome bad and finful Ends: Now, though 
God has graciouſly prevented putting ſuch Things 


in actual Execution, yet they may ſufficiently ſerve 


to convince us that we might have been guilty of 
ſuch foul and heinous Facts, if left to our ſelves, 


| Theſe Conſiderations may qualify us, in a great mea- 


ſure, to aſſume and to apply the moſt penitential 
Phraſes of this, or any other Pſalm, to our own State 
and Condition: I ſay, we ſhall be able to do this, 
if we have a due Senſe of the Vileneſs, Treachery, 
and Baſeneſs of our own Hearts and Natures; and 


without ſome degree of Frame and Diſpoſition this 


y, we ſhall neither be fit to pray, nor ſing as we 


it; let it be conſider'd, it was ſung by the chief. 
Mufcian, and the Levites, and the Fewiſo Church, 
plain from the Title and Inſcription of. it. 

e guilty of David's 
Crimes, in a literal and ſtrict Senſe? No, ſurely! 
But they were not ſcrupulous about uſing the Words 
of. Confeſſion. Tis therefore, to me, a clear Indi- 


cation that the Pſalm was penned. by the Direction. 


and Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, as a ſtanding 
T Pattern 


re 
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Pattern of Contrition for, and Confeſſion of Sin, to 


the Church of God in all Ages; and conſequently 
mafthe ned by u ad dcn in e Day nee 


Say Freedom. 

7. As for any Pſalms which have ſome -1 ; 
Things, and ſeemingly odd Expreiſions in — 4 
they are eaſily accommodated to our Conditions ace 


this day. Ai for Inſtances : By the Rivers of Ba. 


bylon, there we ſat downs Plal. cxxxvii. We may 2 


here review the former Calamities, and revolve in 
our Minds ſome ſignal Afflictions of the Church of 
God; and we may ſee how they behaved, and what 
the Lord did . them. We A alſo meditate npots * 
the Providences of God towards | his Church anch 
Peop le in our Times, when our * Zion was in B. 
perplexed; As in the 
Reign of King Charles; and in the Cloſe of that 
of Queen Anne, the ever memorable Firſt of Auguſt, 
when we expected our Doom, when our, Harps were: 
going, to be hung upon the Willows, and we pre- 


pParing to ſit down and weep: by-them.------Againy + 


Mine Heart is not haughty, nor mine Eyes lofty, 858 
Eſal. cxxxi. Tis to be hoped that moſt religious 
People ſtudy to avoid ambitious, and ſinfully aſpi- 
ring Thoughts. We do not want to be above our. 
Stations ; We are contented with the Allotments of. 
Providence, and defire to bleſs God that 1 it is {0 wall; Y 
+ and no worſe with us. 
8. As for thoſe Pſalms + which we forns D 
of divine Wrath, Deſtruction and, Curſes, 
1 7 upon che Enemies of God, and his Church; we are 


ts conſider that theſe Expreſſions, and the Wratk 


and Deſtruction couehed under them, againſt any 
ſpecified Objects, were dictated and directed by the 
- jofallible Spirit of God and Chriſt; and the Objects 
| levelled at and intended, are and were foreſeen to be 
abe — irreconcileable Enemies of 


® * Pat. ul, the j + Pha, xv. 45,6. FEY 
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= Chriſt and his Church. They are ſuch as would not 
have the Son of God to reign over them. Never- 

theleſs, that glorious King ſhall order thoſe rebellious 
Subjects to be brought and ſlain before him. Ha 

5 ſhall rule them with a * Rod of Iron, and daſh them 

in pieces like a Potter's Veſſet. The Jewiſh Church 
ſung theſe Things; and ſhall not the Saints of the 

New Teftament, who will be honoured to judge the 
World with Chrift? I fay, ſhall they not join, in 
applauding and celebrating the Sentence and Doom, 
which he juſtly pronounces upon his and their moſt 
_ Inveterate Enemies? Beſides, do we not daily pray 
that God would + deftroy that Man of Sin, the Son 
of Perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above 
all that is called Gods Whom the Lord ſhall con- 
fieme with the Spirit of bis Mouth, and ſhall deſtroy 
with the Briphineſs of bis Coming. Again, when 
the j Myftery of Antichrift, the great City Babylon, 
the Metber of Harlots, is caſt as a great Millſtone 
into the midſt of the Sea, are we not loudly called 
upon do ſhare in che ? 7/ 7 OT 

I am far from entertaining or promoting an un- 
charitable Spirit, or a malignant Temper, or male- 
volent Wiſhes ; but there is a falſe Charity, as well 
| as a true one; a ſinful Clemency, as well as a righ- 
= Zzeons one. Saul would have fpared Agag, whom 
= Samuel hewed to pieces before the Lord.-----Again, 
= the Prophet pronounced a heavy Doom upon Abab, 
= for {paring ++ Benbadad, a Man whom God had 
=O appointed to utter Deftruftion. There will be no 
= Thanks to us, for our officious and formal Charity, 
= where God denounceth Wrath. Therefore, when we 
| Keep to the Words and Meaning of the Holy &rip- 
' tures, without malicioufly applying of them, out of 
our own. Heads, againſt particular Perſons and Par- 
ties, we are ſafe in uſing the ſacred and inſpired Paſ- 


Pal. fü. 9. + 2 Theſl. ii. 3,8. I Rer. 
XVI. 20. n x Sam. xy. 33. f Kings . 42. 
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fages, whether in Prayer or Praiſe. I add, that to 


decline uſing of them, out of a pretended charitable 


Fear, is rather our Sin, than Duty ; for *tis to think 
our ſelves wiſer than the God of Wiſdom, and to 


make our ſelves more merciful than the Father of 


Mercy, and Fountain of all Grace. 


Objekt. XVIII. The modern Tunes, to Which the | 
Pſalms are often ſet, are too light and airy, and 


not fit to be uſed in the ſolemn Service of God. 
I anſwer, There are other Tunes which are more 


grave, that People may chuſe in theſe Things, as their 
own Judgments lead them. Some Tune is neceſſary, 


if we fing at all, to prevent Confuſion. And the 
Argyftlc's Rule, as to Singing, as well as other Du- 
ties, is, * Let all Things be done decently, and in 
or. *Tis plain, from the Titles of ſeveral of the 
Pſalms, that they were to be ſet to ſuch an Inſtru- 


ment, or ſuch a Tune, or both. The Performance 
was to be tuncful, for the ſake of many that were to 


join in it: For when tis perceived what Tune the 
Pſalm is ſet to, the whole Congregation may ſing 
with as much Order and Eaſe as if but one ſingle 


Perſon ſung. And pray what is a Tune? *Tis only | 


a muſical Modulation of the Sound, in a graver or 
| briſker Motion. We act ſomewhat very like it, in 
common Speech, Do not we raiſe and lower the 
Voice, that we may lay a particular Streſs and Em- 
phaſis upon what Words we pleaſe? Do not we 
cChuſe to ſpeak, even in Preaching, fome Words 
© louder and ſhriller than we do others? This muſt 
be with an honeſt Deſign to awaken the Attention, 
and to excite our Own, as well as the Aﬀections of 
others. Again: Do not all Miniſters endeavour to 


ſpeak in a Way pleaſing to their Hearers, by order- 


ing ſome ſort of a Cadence in their Words and Sen- 
ences, ſo as to move and n others, in the 


21 Cor. xiv. 40. 1 Plal, v, vi, xlv, Sc. 
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1 Rrasons for and againſt Singing, 
J beſt Manner they can? The Uſe and Deſign of a 
| Tune, in ſinging of Pſalms, is no other than this, 
tis for the uniting of our Voices, helping and raiſing 

| of our Affections, and ſecuring a juſt Uniformity 
= 1 in this Part of the ſolemn Worſhip 


Object. XIX. The Prophet Amos, Chap. vi. 5. 
ſeems to reflect upon the Practice of David, for in- 
TI er and multiplying Inftruments of Muſick, as 
I! anſwer, That the Refifftion or Reproof in that 
Place, did not in the leaſt affect the Conduct of 
David in his Time, nor his Muſick in any After- 
Times; for the Reproof was directed againſt * them 
nin Amoss Time, who put far away the evil Day, 

and cauſed the Seat of Violence to draw near; who 
lay upon Beds of Ivory, and did eat the Lambs out of 
the Flock, and the Calves out of the Stall, and drank 
Wine in Bowls, and chanted to the Sound of the 
Viol: And all this in their gluttonous and drunken 
= Feaſts, without any Fear of God, or being any way 
= grieved for the Afﬀiittion of Joſeph; i. e. the cala- 
mitous State of the Church of God. Therefore if this 
 debauched People made a bad Uſe of the good Crea- 
= tures given them, and of Muſick and muſical Inſtru- 
ments among the reſt, that is no Argument at all 
that holy David was guilty alſo. No ſuch thing is 
ſiuggeſted here, nor indeed any where elſe; for Da- 
Lias Skill in Muſick, and his muſical Inſtruments, 
Were employed in celebrating the Worſhip of God, 
with apparent and undoubted Approbation, and Ac- 
ceptance with the Lord, in thoſe Times. He is 
number'd among the greateſt of the Prophets and 
HGlaints of the Old Teſtament, and was infallibly guided 
| by the Holy. Spirit, in all that he ned, ſaid or 
did, or directed in the Service of the Sanctuary. 
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7 with his whole Character came to be ſummd 
up at his Death, twas in the higheſt and nobleſt Strains 
of divine Encomiums : David the Son of Jeſſe, the 


Man who was raiſed up on high, the Anointed of the 
God of Jacob, and the Fives Pſalmiſt of Iſrael. 


A ſure Argument, that his Pſalms and Flalmody | 


were well-pleaſing to God 


Thus having briefly and ſeriouſly examined the 
Arguments for and againſt ſinging Pſalms, in the 
Worſhip of God under the Goſpel, I conclude with 


a humble Recommendation of the Practice to all who 
are deſirous to promote the Honour of God and Chriſt, 
the Proſperity and Order of the Churches, and the 


Growth of Grace, Peace and Comfort in * on 
Souls. A men. 


2 Sam, xxiii. 1. 
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